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Important Dates to Remember 

Winter Recess - Dec. 19-Jan 6 

First Day of Semester 2 - Jan. 6 

MLK Jr. Day - Jan. 19 

Presidents’ Day - Feb. 16 

End of 3rd Quarter - March 13 

December 2014 

Vikingtown  

Vikingtown is 

back at Sunny-

slope High 

School and is 

here to stay for 

years to come. 
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Sunnyslope High 

School is proud 

to announce their 

AAA Winners for 

the 2014-2015 

school year. 
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Sunnyslope High 

School would like 

to thank the com-

munity for its con-

tinued support for 

education. 
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In January, the 

Counseling Depart-

ment begins the 

registration process 

for the 2015-2016 

school year.   

P2 

Sunnyslope Choir Volunteers 

Sunnyslope Choir’s 
accompanist, Shara-
Dawn Chambers, has 
played for the choir and 
worked on musicals at 
Slope for many 
years.  After her hus-
band, Peter, was diagnosed with Lymphoma, they have 
sponsored a team to walk in the annual walkathon for 
the Lymphoma Research Foundation. This year the choir 
decided to join Team Peter and Mark to raise awareness 
and funding for lymphoma research. On Nov. 8 over 40 
choir students showed up at the Phoenix Zoo at 6am as 
volunteers to set up for the Lymphomathon and do whatev-
er jobs were asked of them. Many of them also walked the 
5k after they finished their volunteer jobs. They were awe-
some! Great job! 

 

The best teachers 

are those that show 

you where to look 

but don’t tell you 

what to see.  
 

-Alexandra K. Trenfor 

Sunnyslope Volleyball Team Wins State Championship 
The Sunnyslope Varsity Volleyball team wrapped up our 
season in the most gratifying way -- with our second state 
championship ring in two consecutive years. The big win 
comes with mixed emotions as we say goodbye to four 
seniors that topped off a team with incomparable chemistry. 
This year’s group of girls was a special one, as we were 
close not just as teammates but as friends who spent almost 
every moment of our free time with one another.  

“I’m so close to these girls - this win is precious - they’re just 
so tight” was a familiar refrain from longtime Coach Amber 
Letarte. She was often quoted attributing our winning sea-
son to our great chemistry both on and off the court. The season kicked off with a retreat in the moun-
tains, was peppered with team breakfasts, team building activities, inspirational notes and wrapped up 
with the big win and a volleyball banquet attended by freshman and JV and their families. 

From team breakfasts before tournaments to dinners to celebrate big wins, we (and our parents) were 
always with one another. Our closeness was a huge factor in our success; finishing with a 41-5 record, 
placing second place in the Westwood Tournament, winning the Goldwater Tournament, and making it 
into the Platinum level of the Nike Tournament of Champions. Our state game was a memorable one, 
taking our biggest competition in Division II, Ironwood Ridge, to four sets before winning it all.  

It all ended too soon for the team, and for Coach Letarte and her husband, Coach B. who was able to 
attend most of our tournaments and intense matches this year. Sunnsylope is blessed to have a pro-
gram that is the envy of other high schools – we actually enjoy our school season much more than club 
season. 

Swim State Champion 

Senior Emmott Blitch 
set a new school 
diving record earlier 
in the season 
and won his second-
straight Division 1 
State championship 
on November 7.  He 
is on track to graduate with a 4.54 
weighted GPA and recently accepted a 
scholarship to West Virginia University.  



Counselor’s Corner 

In January, the Counseling Department begins the registration process for the 2015-2016 school year.  For current 
freshmen, the counselors just met with all freshmen and their parents for an ECAP, Education & Career Action Plan, 
and next year’s schedule.  Please note, as discussed in the ECAP meeting, there will be no schedule changes made 
after May 28, 2015.   

For current sophomores and juniors, the counselors will begin the information process and registration in January.  
The Counselor’s will conduct career presentations utilizing AZcis, Arizona Career Information Systems, in conjunc-
tion with the registration process.  At the time of the presentation, each student will receive a copy of their transcript 
so both the student and the parent can make informed decisions about future classes.  The topics covered in the 
presentations will include a transcript review, graduation requirements, class selection, West Mec classes and regis-
tration procedures.  The students will then fill out their registration papers and return them to the counselors as soon 
as possible so that we may enter them into the computer.  Just a reminder, for certain performance classes, as well 
as honors and AP classes, the current teacher’s recommendation is required.  We also require a parent signature to 
complete the process.  For available class selections, look under the “Academics” tab on the Sunnyslope website. 

Additional Note:  If you student is interested in a low cost career and technical training program, please look at the 
West Mec website for program information at www.west-mec.org.  Most programs start for next year’s juniors, but 
some programs are also available for future seniors.  Look at the “program information” tab under each program.  
Registration is due before January 14, 2015 so time is of the essence.  West Mec offers a variety of training pro-
grams including: Cosmetology, Aesthetician, Automotive Collision and Technology, Avionics, Aviation Technology, 
CNC Precision manufacturing, EMT, Fire Science, Medical Assisting, Medium Heavy Diesel, HVAC, Veterinary Sci-
ence and Welding. 
As always, if you have any questions, or would like to schedule a meeting with your student’s counselor please feel 
free to contact us at the numbers below.  We enjoy every opportunity to partner with you to enhance the educational 
experience of your children. 

Rex Hazelton-623-915-8777 
Johnny Frias-623-915-8728 
Carmine Castaldo-623-915-8781 
Mike Childress-623-915-8779 
Jody Kendhammer-623-915-8791 
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From Principal Ducey 

Thank You for Supporting the District’s Maintenance & Operation Override 

The Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) has a legacy of high student achievement.  The district and its nine 
member schools are among the top in the state and nation. The district was recognized as the 2013 National Advanced 
Placement district of the year by the College Board.  This year all nine of the high schools have been rated “A” schools by 
the Arizona Department of Education, and the district has been an “A” District for the past two years.  US News and World 
Report ranks GUHSD schools in their Top High Schools in America.  Through staff development, teamwork and local as-
sessment, Glendale Union offers a learning system that is Student Centered and Data Driven with a rigorous curriculum 
aligned to the Common Core or Arizona College and Career Ready Standards.  
  
We are fortunate to work in a community that supports our education system and the higher standards we en-
dorse.  Thanks to the support of our community, we will continue to work to improve the lives of the students who enter our 
schools by providing them the best high school education. Thank you again. - Mr. Ducey 
  
Arizona Announces New Test to Replace AIMS 
The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) recently announced a new statewide achievement test to replace 
AIMS,  AzMerit (Arizona’s Measurement of Educational Readiness to Inform Teaching). The assessment will reflect what 
students are learning and teachers are teaching in our classrooms today – no changes are needed to our standards or 
curricula. The test will be unique to Arizona and Arizona educators and education experts will be involved in developing 
questions.  

Assessments can be effective tools to support your child’s learning. They can tell you and your child’s teacher if your child 
is on track to succeed or if he/she needs to spend additional time learning a topic.  

ADE is still determining  how the test will be administered and how the test scores will be used for students, teachers, and 
schools. For additional information and resources visit http://www.azed.gov/assessment/azmerit/ 

Future Freshman Night 

Please join us January 15, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Dan Mannix Gymnasium for our Future Freshmen Night.  

http://www.west-mec.org
http://www.azed.gov/assessment/azmerit/


Vikingtown 2014 

Vikingtown is back!!! For those of you 
that don’t know what Vikingtown is, it’s 
a retreat for students to learn more 
about themselves and others and to 
develop leadership skills. The goal of 
Vikingtown is to help students gain “A 
better respect and understanding of all 
people”.  
Vikingtown is a leadership and diversity 
camp that Sunnyslope has been offer-
ing for 15 years. Students traveled to 
Chauncey Ranch south of Prescott for 
a four day adventure (November 12th – 

15th).  Students stayed in cabins with other students of different ethnicities and 
backgrounds with staff members assigned to each cabin. The goal was to get the 
students away from the pressures of school and discuss the hurdles that may 
interfere with the understanding of others. Many students met and talked with 
other students they would not normally interact with on campus.  
With numerous counselors, counselors in training (all former attendees) and 
school staff as advisors, many scenarios are presented in discussions and prob-
lem solving formats. Students are encouraged to join in the discussions and are 
asked for their input.  The learning sessions involve an appreciation for everyone 
and their unique qualities. Modeled after “Anytown” and “Unitown” the goal is for 
the students is to develop a better understanding of and respect for oneself and 
others both at Sunnyslope and in their communities. 
Every year students are hesitant to try this program because you have to open 
yourself up to really participate. And yet every year when it’s time to leave and 
“come down the hill” 99% of they don’t want to leave. The knowledge they have 
gained and the feelings they have expressed will stay with them forever.  
Students are asked to pay $50.00 to attend, (we offer partial scholarships to those 
students that can’t afford the camp fee) this does not cover the cost of the camp, 
so we need your support!! Please consider making a tax credit donation to SHS’s 
bookstore for Vikingtown. If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Sewell, 
School Social Worker, at 623-915-8738. 

AAA Staff Member 

 

 

 

In his tenure at Slope, Andy Page has been 
instrumental in the success of the Title I Math 
Ascend program, the Read 180 program, and 
the Viking-Center tutoring facility. Andy is also 
an excellent announcer and has become the 
voice of Sunnyslope and the master of cere-

monies at many athletic events.  

Financial Aid Night 

 

Financial Aid Night 

The Sunnyslope Counseling Depart-

ment invites you to: 

Free Financial Aid Night 

Wednesday January 28, 2015, 

7:00pm 

Coffin Auditorium, Sunnyslope High 

School 

 

Your search for financial benefits, 

scholarships, and grants should begin 
with a FAFSA Application.  An expert 
will answer your financial aid ques-

tions and walk you through the appli-
cation process.  For free profitable 

information, be in the Coffin Auditori-
um at 7:00pm, Wednesday, January 
28, 2015.  Your student may obtain 
more information from the Career 
Center or their counselor.  Please 
come!  Your wallet will thank you! 
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Sunnsylope AAA Winners for 2014-2015 School Year 

Sunnyslope is proud to announce their 2014-2015 AAA Winners.   

AAA Teacher 

 

 

 

In 1995 Dallas Hickman came to Sunnyslope 
High School where he served, inspired, and 
lead the football program for 11 years and 

through two region championships with strong 
showings in the state playoffs. Dallas has 

given so much to Sunnyslope over the course 
of twenty plus years as an educator.   

AAA Student 

 

 

 

Ben Norman is dedicated, disciplined, and 
hard-working. His peers and teachers know 

him to be focused, caring, humble, and spirit-
ed. Along with academics, Ben enjoys 

Speech and Debate where he is a semifinalist 
in impromptu and oratory speaking.  

AAA Volunteer 

 

 

 

As past president, current treasurer, and long 
standing member of the Viking Parent club 
(since 2005) Kathie Nunn has been instru-
mental in carrying on the traditions of the 
Viking Parent Club and its support to the 

students, teachers, clubs, sports, and activi-
ties of Sunnyslope.  

AAA Group 

 

 

 

The Sunnyslope Link Crew program is over 110 
student members strong with leaders coming from 
each of the upper class levels. Their mission, as 

described by Link Crew sponsor Bryant Johnston, is 
to provide incoming freshman the opportunity to 

prepare for the challenges they may face, and pre-
sent a support mechanism to help them achieve 

success in their new surroundings  



GLENDALE UNION 

The Glendale Union High School District does not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. 

 

El Glendale Union High School District no discrimina a raza, color, nacionalidad, 

género, edad, o habilidad diferenciada. 

Sunnyslope Quick News 
SUNNYSLOPE HIGH SCHOOL 

YEARBOOKS & SENIOR ADS 

Buy your yearbook at the bookstore for 

$60 

SENIORS - Pay for and reserve ad 

space at the BOOKSTORE 

Full Page (8x10) - $250 

Half Page (8x5) - $125 

Quarter Page (4x5) - $70 

Eighth Page (4x2.5) - $35 

The Deadline for the Senior Ad Payment 

is            
DECEMBER 15

th  
The Deadline for turning in ad - text/

pictures is     

JANUARY 15
th 

SENIOR PORTRAITS! 

DEADLINE – OCT 31 

All seniors must go to 

Grads Photography to get 

their yearbook portrait 

taken – Call 623-566-1082 

Purchase the space for your senior 

personal ad in the yearbook as soon 

as possible. Every year, the space 

for ads is sold out, so don’t delay. 

Space is limited! 

Reserve your space now, and then 

you’ll have plenty of time to get your 

ad design together. 

Submitting the ad is easy! 

You can submit a fully designed 

digital ad (.jpg format, 300 dpi) OR 

you can send in hard copies of your 

pictures and text. 

Digital ads can be sent in on disk or 

emailed to Mrs. Hutchison: 

deanne.hutchison@guhsdaz.org 

mailto:deanne.hutchison@guhsdaz.org

